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ARTISTS' FRIEND—SHRI SAYAJIRAO SILAM
by Prof. V. N. Adarkar, Ducector of Att, Maharashtca State

Shr1 Sayajirao Silam’s role in the political and Social
fields has a place of pride in the heart of the public at large.
Before taking over the responsibility as the Lt-Governor of
Pondicherry, till recenily, he was the Speaker of Maharashira’s
first legislative assembly. However, not much is probably
known of one important facet of his multifarious activities
and this relates to his invaluable contribution to the reaim of
art. This may be so, because art as such has not yet became
so much a subject of keen popular interest as it is in the
more advanced countries. In such conditions, a political-cum-
social leader can play a really beneficent role in giving im-
petus to the progress of art because both by training and
practice us approach is directed o multituders. The field of
art in Maharashtra State is immensely indebted to Shri Stlam
who has been a foremost patron and promoter of Art.

In this respect Shn Silam has followed the footsteps of the
illustrious promoters and patrons of art and artists. Deve-
lopment of art and art education has not been overlooked by
politicians and social workers Even before the establishment
of the Bombay University a centwy ago, the first school of
art in the country was started in Bombay, The Sir J. J.
School of Art, Bombay was the successful culmination of
the dream of Sir Jamshedji Jcjecbboy, the first baronet, The
munificence of Sir J. J, was continued by Sir Cawasj Jehangir
‘The ardent desire of Sir J. J. in propagation and pramauor:
of art and art education kindled the zest in such personalities
like late Dr. M. R. Jayakar, Sir Phiroz Sethna, Shri Bala.

sah T, i imati
]\:e;x?a.xhe" Shri Kanhayalal Vakil ang Shrimati Hansa

Following the traditions of these lovers of art Shri Silam h

been he]p}ng the cause of art. In cloge association with e
noted artist, late Shri N, E. Puram, of Poona, Sh ' i e
helped est.ahllsh the well known Puram Art’I i Silam
?ouna, which has since grown inte a full fledgeq odtute at
in that part of the country, . Sed school of art
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The irresistible call of country's freedom, however, inter-
rupted his active participation in activities connected with
art, but when Shri Silam became the speaker of the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly his innate love for art reasserted
itself, and found efective expression on most opportune occa-
sions. One such instance was in 1958 when he acted as the
Chairman of the Sir Jamsetji Jejecbhoy Centenary Celebra-
tions Committee formed under the auspices of the Indian
Sculptors’ Association, Seizing the opportunity to veice the
feelings of the artists, Shri Silam underlined the imminent
necessity for the establishment of an Art Gallery in the North
of Bombay to meet the demands of the extensive city. It was
on this occasion, Shri Silam rightly voiced the demand of the
artists’ community in Maharashtra for the creation of Art
Directorate, for unifying the control of art activities in our
State, The first such Art Directorate in our country was esta-
blished by Government of Maharashtra in 1963, It was also
due Lo his suggestion the nomenclature of the Sir J. J. Insti-
tute of Commercial Art was changed to that of Sir J. J. Insti-

tute of Applied Art.

Shri Silam has taken interest in the Art Education and has
associated himself in the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Sir
J. J. Institute of Applied Art, in the year 1960. The Institute
is the only one of its kind, imparting education in Applied
Art in our country. Under the able guidance of Shri Silam,
the Silver Jubilee Celebrations Commuttee sought scholar-
ships from Government, and raised and advanced funds to
Government of Maharashtra for establishment of the first
Centre for Training in Industrial Design, in our country at
the Sir J. J. Institute of Applied Art. A monument to co-
mmemorate the Silver Jubilee, which was erected by the
students through “Shramdan” was unverled at the hands of

Shri Silam on this occasion.

The scheme of formung the Kala Nagar Cooperative Housing
Society Ltd,, at Bandra took shape under his guidance. The
first phase of fifteen residential houses for artists is already
complete and the future expansion of this scheme which in-
cludes a multipurpose hall, art students’ hostel, Art Gallery
and many other things which are going to make this place
bussing with art activities is on its way of realisation soon.
In commemoration of this first step a monument, “Yeshwant



Nandadeep” dedicated to the popular Ex-chief Mmster,
Shri Yeshwantraoji Chavan of our State was erecied by the
Artists in Kala-Nagar in the North of Bombay. Being a very
practical man, he m cooperation .with his associate workers
set about trying to bring his ideal of an art gallery to fruition,
and 1o his great satisfaction a switable place in the North of
Bombay has already been earmarked for ihis-purpose. Shri
Silam’s idea of an art gallery almost received an official ap-
proval when Shri Yeshwantraoji Chavan, the popular Ex-
chief Minister of Maharashtra himself stressed the importance
of an art gallery i North of Bombay and Shri Chavan's
declaration of a revenue-free land for this Art Gallery, was
a sure indication that Shr Silam’s 1dea 1s shortly gong to be
a reahty.

The proposed gallery s planned to provide wings for a per-
manent collection of rare art treasures of our country, one
man-shows, offices of the vartous art societies 1n the aity,
studios for artists, accommodation for a Library and rooms for
puest artists. Situated close to the houses of artists, the art
gallery would virtually serve as ‘S8anctum Sanctorum’ to them,
Shri Bilam, unassuming but very industrious, has always
been readily accessible to one and all particularly the artists
who rush to him in moments of difficulties and seek his

ag advice and guid. , which Shri Silam has always
given them only too willingly.

No doubt, men cannot live without bread but surely the:

cannot live with bread alone. There 1s an innate urge in al}{
men, irrespective of their status, to acquire and enjoy art
which 15 one of the finer and ennobling pursuits of life
Leaders like Shri Silam who have given their 1nvaluable 1 .
and effort to bring art within the reach of a wider bl e
better their lves and to rclieve them from the }Fl' e
drudgery of life, are rare. umdrum

On Jus seventieth burthday the arti i
; St commuy
the general publie will, I am sure, whole heart:c;}y o Wﬁll as
God bless Shr1 Silamii with a very happy and lo);z;“]s}fl May
3 ife”,



SHRI SAYAJEERAO SILAM
by Stri T. A. Kalkaro!

Shri Sayajirao Silam, who worked as the speaker of the
Bombay State Assembly and the Maharashtra State Assembly
for the last five years, acquitted himself very creditably and
sc:curcd the encomuums of all political parties, My contact with
him goes back to the year 1912 when he was my pupil in the
matriculation class. I taught him English and History and 1
can very well remember the hard work which he did during
those days. In those days many of the teachers were very parti-
cular about close personal contact with pupils, Those pupils
who were honest and painstaking were benefited by the efforts
of their teacher. I have a very vivid recollection of the res-
ponse which I received from Shri Silam and as a result he
developed excellent habits of study which he kept up in his
college work and later life.

Later on in Iife when he had to struggle to establish his busi-
ness he had to work hard. In spite of the heavy work which
he had to do in his early life he cuitivated the habit of finding
time for his valuable work of social service. It is this spirit of
social service work of helping the down trodden brethren in
whose midst he lived which ultimately became the key of his
success in life. The first hand study of human nature is the
best education for a person who intends to take up work in
public Life. In this study one comes across various shades of
human character and to win over the good opinion of all these
persons is a training in self-control which becomes an asset of
great value for a successful public worker,

In all the public work which Shri Sayajirao did, he gathered
knowledge and experience which stood him in good stead in
his successful career of five years as a speaker of the State
Assembly. His work in Congress Committees, in the Bombay
Corporation, in the Bombay University Senate and finally in
the State Assembly as a whip, in all these spheres and in seve-
ral other activities he learned valuable lessons and cultivated
the spirit of compromise which has made him a successful
speaker The patience and the skill of meeting ones opponents’

4



views arc the iwo great virtues which have made him what
he is, Durning the stormy years of the life of the Assembly,
Sayajirao won the applause of all parties of publie opinion
only because people became convinced of his sincerity and
straightforwardness., I am extremely proud of this achieve-
ment of my illustrious pupil and I give him my best blessings

for still greafer and more glorious achievements in times to
come.



" A GREAT HUMANIST -

{Smt. Sulochana Modi, President, Bembay City Social Education Commitee

At least I was greatly surprised when I found that an
awe-inspiring tall and unigue looking person having peculiar
type of mustaches and a great political leader like Mr, Silam
can endear himself to hundreds of people who had the oppor-
tunity to work at close quarters with him. He has proved -
that appearances are deceptive. He is not what he looks, but
he is a kind hearted gentleman with a genial temperament.
It is perhaps the experience of all those who had the good
fortune to work with Mr. Silam on some Committee or for

some good cause,

Though belonging to the same political party I had not any
close contact with him nor had I any opportunity to work
with him, till he was appointed President of the Bombay
City Social Education Committee by the Government of
Maharashtra. I have the good fortune to serve the said Com-
mittee for nearly seventeen years and during that period he
was at the helm of the Commuttee for a period of three years
Before that I knew him as a Congress Worker of repute
holding high and responsible positions one after the other.
He has a brilliant record of service to lus countrymen in social,
political, civic and educational field for more than thirty,
forty years. For a number of years he was a member of the
Bombay Municipal Corporation and his contribution to the
development plans of the city are not unknown to the citizens
of Bombay. As a legislator his services to the Bombay Legis-
lative Assembly and especially his tenure of long seven years
as speaker will remain a legend.

In spite of being a politician one could find that Mr. Silam
had an innate interest in welfare activities especially for those
that were backward and women and chifdren. In his electoral
constituency viz. Khetwad: area, as well as outside 1t and
even outside the city he was and is still connected with a
number of cultural and educational institutes either as a
president or a secretary or a member, Scores of institutes
and a large number of people have responded to the call of
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the Feliaitations Commuittee 1s ample proof of his popularity.
It would be proper to say that Shri Silam’s association with
the Bombay City Social Education Commitiee raised its status
and prestige to a very great extent, It was due to his mnspiring
guidance and the forethought that the Committee could think
of the Buslding programme of Samaj Shikshan Mandir. While
he was occupying the presidential seat of this Committee, he
saw that the construction work of the ground and first floor
of one wing of the Mandir was completed.

He was also responsible 1n improving the administration of
the Commuttee, During his tenure as the President, he tried
to share the responwibility with other members by initiating
the practice of distributing the various port-folios amongst
them. He was responsible for improving the standard of the
Committee’s monthly, “Saksharata Deep”. He introduced a
number of new methods and techniques for improving the
tone and conduct of the Social Education Campaign in the
City. In 1962, he retired as the President of the Committee 1n
order to adorn a still more honoured place —the Li. Gover-
norship of Pondicherry. This appointment was a fitting recog-
mtion of the valuable services rendered by him to various

individuals, institutions and particularly the masses n this
country,

Let us wish him a prosperous and a dedicated life of service
to the motherland on the occasion of his 70th B

trthda;
also wish Mrs, Silam a long and happy life, v and



* SHRI SILAM
by Sbri V. S. Page, Chairman, M. L. C., Bombay

1 hz}d the good fortuné of working as a colleague and a
companjon with Shri Silamsaheb for 2 years since I assumed
t!ze office of the Chairman of Maharashtra Legislative Coun-
cil I was a new man in the office and T remember that it
was with the kind guidance of Shri Silam that I'could
go through with case and confidence.

H.e was senior to me in office, and obviously in age. I knew
him since he was the Whip of the Congress Legislative
Party and I was selected to a seat in Legislative Council
in 1952. We came nearer to each other when he asked me to
preside over a Committee celebrating Prohibition Week, in
1960 after I became the Chairman. He was, and is, a strict
prohibitionist. As a Prohibition Commissioner in 1937 and
1938, as a Chairman of Bombay Prohibition Committee and
as a Chairman of Nashabandi Mandal, he worked hard and
with zeal. I know him as a staunch advocate of prohibition
tilt this day. Only the other day he came over from Pond:-
cherry to inaugurate Prohibition Conference at Poona this

year.
Basically he has been a constructive worker. First and
foremost he loves the cause of education —Mass Education.
He has courted jail more than once in freedom fight and
has worked in the Corporation and State Assembly in more
than one capacities. He has worked in Congress Organisation
in various responsible offices, In the very first acquaintance
one is hikely to be decewed by his features. IHe appears to
be a little strong and hard and has a commanding voice As
a matter of fact also he is a very strict disciplinarian. No
one else could have managed the House in those days of
Samyukta Maharashtra Movement but he did so with great
tact. He evoked nothing but respect even from his opponents
if hei had any. He had all along been my adwviser in keeping
good relations with the members of opposition.

He tried not only to maintam but expand the area of in-
dependence of Legislature against the executive. He did
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£0 not by picking up quarre] with the ruling party but by
Persuading the Chief Minister and pursuing the matter with
all concerned with tact and zeal.

Usald that his fea
looked harsh buy he has a very kin

plne in his home and office, but
All those who came mn his ¢
contacts being far and wide,

Even the Press corresponden
kind he was,

ontact knew hig secret and hig
this is almost an open secret,
ts knew how courteous ang

Shri Silam knows a number of langya,

orthern, He has a good library ap
reading even at this age, His sp
short and instructive, He alway.
His approach to public life 15 ess
Private life also he maintains hi

ges both Southern and
d is in the habit  of
eeches are to the point,
S eXpresses mature views,
entially Gandhian, In his
gh moral standarq,

Itisa matter of joy to me that his friends an;
celebrating hig 70th birthday. With all m
these felicitations and pay my

many Yyears to come,



THE SPEAKER—SHRI SILAM
by Skri S H. Belavadi, Secrctary, Maharashtra Legislature

% must at the outset congratulate the Shri Sayajirao Silam
Abhinandan Granth Samiti for the excellent work they have
ux{dertaken to bring out a commemorative volume, giving a
glimpse of the manifold activities in the various fields of social
and national reconstruction, of a person, who gave uagrudg-
ingly so much to the nation, to the State and to the Bombay
City in particular, without any fuss or publicity of any kind.
Iam primarily concerned with the work of Shri Silam insofar
as it pertains to the field of legislature. I am grateful to the
Granth Samiti for the opportunity they have given me to
express what I have always felt about the unique achievements
of Shri Silam as the Speaker of the Bombay Legislative
Assembly (the then bilingual State) and subsequently on
reorganisation, of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly.

1 was privileged to work under him as the Secretary of the
Legislature throughout the period of his Speakership, and [
had also had the opportunmty to watch his work as the Chiel
Whip of the Congress Party before he was clevated to the
Speaker's Gadi. The period before reorganisation of the State
was comparatively quiet, but soon Shri Silam was out on trial
when the controversial question of reorganisation came up {or
discussion before the House. He managed to weather_the storm
sn his usual quiet and efficient manner; not a single untoward
incident was allowed to happen on the fioor of the House and
the party distpline was mamtained with great dignity and

decorum,

Shrs Stlam was extremely watchful and knew intimately the
working of the minds of his partymen and kept his leader
Shri Morarjp Desai fully posted with information on alf party

affairs. 1 have never seen Shrt Silam absent in the House at

any time, and there was not a single occasion when the pro-

ceedings of the House had to be interrupled for want of

quorum. The duties and responsibilities of a Chicf Whip, espe~

cally of the Ruling Party, are of a very exacting nature, and

the efficiency. smoothness and speed with which the busined
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1s conducted 1n the legislature 15 also a measure of the effi-
ciency of the Chief Whip himscli, The Chief Whip has to be-
alert all the time the House is sitting. I think that he once or
twice saved the situation for Government by promptly rising
and demanding a poll when the Presiding Officer- madver.
tently or otherwise declared the result of a voice-vole
against Government, :

I,.ho\\'ever, came to know Shri Silam more intimately when
he was elected as the Speaker in November, 1956, He literally

ng the legislature. This was 1ndeed
Speaker, Shri Stlam with a great und
nature and sympathy, coupled with a
triumphed over the occasion, With cons:
tact he decided to recognise the opposition as the official oppo.-
sitien Party, which consisted of several pohitical parties come
together for a common legislative programme,

and wisdom, In course confidence mn
the opposition as well as in the Ruling party, by hig exem.
plary behaviour, character, justice and fairplay, N
dealings with the Members, he was strictl
With the result that Members learnt to

of time, he inspired great

2 € hout -

VL, sacrificing any of the essential requirements of pah ?.‘VT

mentary procedure and practice He had the same ﬂpprz:gl:
o]



towards Government. He discussed matters at length with
them and tried to convince them of the correctness of his stand
on any question. The result was that everybody had the satis-
faction of knowing that his point of view was duly considered
and decision arrived at after full consideration of the matter.

Thr'ee incidents, among others, stand out very prominently
during his regime. The first one is of Dr, Choudhari, a Member
of the Samiti (opposition) who alleged breach of privilege
against the District Superintendent of Police, Dhulia, in that
he (Dr. Choudhari) was arrested and no intimation thereof
was sent to the Speaker as required by parhamentary law.
This was duly inquired into, and a report made to the House
saying that there was no breach of privilege as there was no
arrest. An off-shoot of this created a big controversy provoking
party feelings in the extreme. The then Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister gave notice of breach of Privilege
against Dr. Choudhari referred to above, saying that he had
made disparaging remarks against the Speaker in the course
of proceedings of the earlier privilege matter. This touched
off a storm. A plethora of ponts of order were raised
and the situation even threatened to become violent, After a
most patient handling of the question in consultation with the
various Party Leaders and Whips, the Speaker ultimately was
able to announce that leave was granted by the House to raise
the question of breach of privilege, but he withheld his deci-
sion to refer the matter to a Committee of Privileges, which
he was entitled to do under the rules, This at once satisfied
all sections of the House without commutting any irregularity
or impropriety in the parliamentary procedure. In course of
time, the Speaker gauged the feeling of the Members in the
matter and decided to close it in view of certain apologetic
admissions of guilt already expressed by the concerned
Members in the course of pr di This again satisfied all
sections of the House.

The second incident was again another matter of breach of
privilege against the Prabhatkar, He was adjudged guilty for
his objectionable editorral When the matter came up before
the House, the Speaker conducted himself in 2 most dignified
manner and admonished the editor of the paper in a deep,
resonant and solemn voice with considerable effect on all con-
cerned. The situation in the House was tense and the cffect
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Produced by .the Speaker,

both by his demeanour ang utter-
ance, was tremendoys,

ing temper of the
Oppositiun Party,

These ineidents show that Shri Silam as the §
acted ay the mouthpiece of th

and the House of Commons 1n the Unite, Tt is o
o wnite on g clean slate, but 1n 4 State whi| had 5 sembleasy
of demoeracy 1 the shape of the old B, ay is), anc
Council, whyen Was the handmaiq of the Exe, tiv id ;hve
controlleq by a Department of Governme t, it wa; ull
©asy matter, anq Tequired all the patiene ers Mot
at negotiationg and persuasion coupled w equisiy fCe, skil
0 the matter of administration toe,

11 ¢
ter, Shri v B Chavan, himself 5 reat Parligy,, ~1 lf,‘,‘g,‘
showeq great understanding of the Problemy Py AN P
Legislature, g,

< ‘C?H’
I cannot conclude this short appraisa] Witk
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Mr. SPEAKER SILAM AS PARLIAMENTARIAN
' o by Sbri M. K. Pandit
Prior to 1856 I had seen and heard of Mr. Sayajirao Lax-
manvao Silam as the Cmef Whip of the Congress Legislature
Party in the Bombay Assembly. Even though these duties were
sufficiently exacting, Mr. Silam found tume to be connected
with a large number of big and small social institutions, First
and foremost a soctal worker of a high order and keen sense
of duty, politics came to him incidentally; and despite such
incidentalness, Mr, Silam did full justice to his political career.
It was duning my frequent visits between the years 1848 and
1956 to the Bombay Legislature as an Officer of the former
Saurashtra Legislature that I was able to watch the work of
Mr, Silam as the Chief Whip of the Congress Legislature Party
in the Bombay Assembly. He possessed certain distinet and
natural advantages demed to most of them and he stood far
above his pred , contemp ies and ors 1n the
manner of his demeanour, gemality and keen spirit of under-
standing. A towering personality with a significant twirl of his
moustaches, and a very pleasant smile stamped him out as
the very essence of cordiality, and he has given ample evi-
_ dence of this during the course of his distinguished career as
the Speaker of the Bombay Assembly for full five years

But it was not until January of 1957 that I was destined to
come 1o close econtact with Mr, Silam, when, on the {orma-
tion of the bilingual State of Bombay, 1 was appointed as an
Officer of the Bombay Legislature. It was only shortly before
that that Mr. Silam was elected as the first Speaker of the
new State. The Bombay Assembly after the General Elections
of 1957 was not a tame Assembly 1t now is. The Assembly
House of 19537 was a turbulent one, and 1t needed a Speaker
who could control 1t and its proceedings with great tact and
restraint. Mr, Silam filled that high place with distinction, and
and we all know what warm and glowing tributes were paid
to him by alt Parties in the House for his great qualities of
head and heart which enabled him to maintain a balance
between various Parties in a mixed House and to preserve its



d}gmty. A person less gifted than Mr, Silam would have found
himself sitting atop a blazing volcano,

Mr, Silam’s eminence was not confined to the domestic sphere
alone. He was spoken of in very laudable terms by Parla-
mentarians of Commontwealth Countries who had gathered
together in India in November and December of 1957 for the
Conference in New Delhi. I was the Liaison Officer on behalf
of the Parhament of India for the tours of these delegates in
Bombay State, and in the course of my personal contact with
the delegates I could gather the high regard they had for
Mr. Speaker Silam. As a representative from Bombay at the
Commonwealth Conference held in Canberra in Australia,
Mr. Silam endeared himself to all the delegates by his pleasing

manners and mixing nature,

As a Legislature Officer of Saurashtra between 1948 and 1956,
it was my privilege to attend the Annual Conference of Pre-
siding Ofiicers of Legislative Bodies in India held at the
capitals of various state Gover ts under the chair hij

of the late Jamented Br. Speaker Mavalankar of Lok Sabha
I do not wish to be eritical about any individuals, but I have
no hesitation in saying that it would take us quite a number
of years to have a Speaker of the eminence of Mr. Mavalankar.
Among Speakers of State Legislatures, I recollect with
pleasant memories the name of Mr. Speaker Iswar Das Jalan
of the West Bengal Assembly, truly eminent person. I have
known several Speakers of State Assemblies personally; for
many of them I have high regard for their knowledge of
parliamentary practice and procedure. But what detracted
from their eminence was their extreme self-consciousness, and

this is one characteristic an ideal Speaker should not be

guilty of. And that is why I regard Afr. Speaker Silam as an

ideal Speaker who, while knowing everything would not show

off and would go the extreme length to help a Member to

solve his difficulty. In the House in session, Mr. Silam was

the very embodiment of dignity, and ever seasoned reealei-

trant Members were afraid of incurning his displeasure.

A Speaker holds a unique position, He 15 elected on a party
ticket, But once elected as the Speaker, he has to be above
party politics and thoroughly impartial. We have learnt of
the traditions of British parhamentary democracy that the




DEMOCRAT SILAM
by Shri K. K. Shab

Public life demands a balanced attitude and those who ¢
unable to cultivate such an attitude get disillusioned 2t
become wrecks, There is constant struggle and clash of Voli-
tions in public life. It is not always the most intellectual who
gets to the top; it 1s not always the popular who secures the
first rank; it 1s not the idealist who necessarily leads the
masses and 1t 1s not the manoceuvrer who has his way. A
combination of all these and many other virtues becomes i
perative for leading them. It 1s equally true that all are not
destined to be the leaders and yet public life would be impos
sible if thousands were not to take nterest It, therefoi&
becomes necessary to develop an attitude on life which recog-
nises the claims of others and 1s judicious about advancing
own claims Very few are able to develop an attitude of work
for the sake of work without bothering about the results of
the rewards, Those who have been able to develop such an
attitude have always avoided frustration.

One thing which can be said without any fear of contradic-
tion about Shri1 Silam is that he belongs to that category
which has devoted itself to public and social life as duty and
has never bothered about rewards. Those who have known
Shri Silam must have been struck by his equanimity of mind.
However intricate and ltve a problem mght be Shri Silam
judges 1t on ments, He hates to advance a claim which i5
likely to do injustice to others or which is likely to trample
on the clamms of others His attitude for social service is the
resultant outcome of his approach. Since the days I have
known him Shri Silam never advanced a claim which was not
due to him. Shri Silam is one of those stalwarts who were
raimad wnder the leadership of Mahatma Gandbu and who
made an honest effort to follow mm, Shr: Silam’s dedrcation
to Harijan work is not only outstanding but inspiring. Inspite
of his various activities his interest in Harijan uplift has never
abated. Having lived in the. midst of the masses he had an
oppo,mmgy of studying their psychology and reactions. The
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lower strata has always been his speaial care, Those who had.
the opportunity to sec his work during the election days were
mmpressed by his approach to and hold on the masses. He
always avorded undemocratic methods because he was con-
scious of his work and his hold on the masses. His friends
admire his loyalty and value his humamty more than his
manifeld achievements

As a Speaker he faced the most crtical days when sentiments
were likely 1o get better of reason. To continue to enjoy the
confidence of all sections of the House in such cnitical days
15 itself a {mbute very rarely earned by Speakers in similar
circumstances. Shri Silam makes an attempt to understand
other man’s point of view more than to impress his own pomnt
of view. This makes him a real democrat. Many of us pro-
pound that democracy 1s more a way of living than an art of
governing, but few of us put it into practice, Shri Silam is
2 democrat every minute of his life because to hum democracy
15 a way of living. The fact that Shr1 Silam has such a large
band of friends and admurers 1s itself a proof, if any proof
were needed, of his qualities as a friend, politician and a
social reformer.

I am sure, Shri Silam will continue to serve the State of
Maharashtra and lns contribution both to Maharashtra and
to Bombay, will be immensely valuable whether he 15 1n
office ar nat.



SHRI SILAM
by Dr, Raflq Zakarfs, Minister, Maharashtra State

Mr. Sayajirao L. Silam, Lt. Governor of Pondicherry,
whom I have known ever since my student days
belongs to a generation, which struggled hard and sacrificed
greatly to win our freedom under the Jeadership of Mahatma
Gandhi. He was one of the most dedicated congress workers
and always inspired hope and confidence in the younger
generation, In 1949 on completion of my studies in London,
when 1 returned to Bombay I came in closer contact with
Shri Silam who was at that time one of the Gen. Secretaries
of the Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee. He was also
very active as the Chief Whip of the Congress Legislature
Party and in that capacity rendered yomen service to the cause
of parliamentary democracy in our State, In my contacts
with him I found Shri Silam, helpful, construciive and in-
spired with the highest ideals of service.

Shri Silam is one of the most hard-working men m public
life. All through his long and chequered public hfe he never
spared himself whenever the call came. In 1956 he was
elected as the Speaker of the Bombay Legislative Assem-
bly. He was afraid of none and fair to all. He maintained
the traditions and conventions of legislative practices and
procedures and enhanced the prestige of the State Legis-
lature, despite the strains and stresses, which he had to
face due to linguistic movement,

What has impressed me most about Shri Silam is his robust
common sense. He can see through a point clearly and ex-
press himself about it precisely. Since he has gone to Pondi-
cherry as the head of its administration, I have not had the
privilege of meeting him. The last time I met him was at
the funeral of Shri Lal Bahadur S}:astrl, our late Prime Minis-
ter, in Delhi. I found that despite his 70 years, he looked
as young and vigorous as ever before, reac.iy to undertake
any responsibility that may be cast upon him. I am happy,
therefore, to associate myself with the celebration of his
70th bithday. He is a good and grand man, having the
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ability to win friends and the capacity to espouse even
Unpopular causes if they are in the larger interest of our
reople. Shri Silam is, indeed, a man of courage and con-
viction,

May he live long to serve our people,



SHRI SILAM
by Dr. N. N. Kailas

It is my proud privilege to be associated with the 70th
Birthday celebrations of Shri S. L. Silam. 1 know him since
1944, ) was a member of the Corporation when Shri Silam, of
1 do remember rightly, was the Chairman of the Impovement
Trust Commuttee.

When I sat down to write these few lines on the life and
work of this illustrious son of Maharashtra, the entire pic-
ture of his manysided activities, particularly in the political,
educational and social fields, stood before my eyes. I had
the privilege to watch some of Shri Silam’s activities from
very close quarters, as I had the honour to be associated with
some of them,

Shri Silam 1s a selimade man Although he possessed 2
Law degree he did not take to practice. Instead he started
an independent life as a construction contractor from the
very beginning to remain free for social and political public
service.

When Shni Silam was a boy of 12 years age, he got the
first inspiration for patriotism from Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tiiak wm 1906. Tulak had just given his famous Mantra
“Swaraj is my birth right” to the country. Ever since the fire
for country’s freedom started burming in Shr: Silam for
which he had to pay heavily as he had to court imprison-
ment more then twice

After his education Shri Silam joined the Congress
organisation and has been a devoted worker of the national
organisation ever since

Along with politics Shri Silam also entered civie activi-
ties and was 2 of the bay Munictpal Corpora-
tion for several years. He served on the various committees
of the Corporation and was elected to the post of Chairman
of the Standing Committee and Improvements Commuttee

took keen interest in the development of Bombay

lways v
gﬁ; and welfare of the citizens.
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But Shr: Silam had a special interest in the Education
and general improvement of the backward classes. He was
associated with the Depressed Classes League for a long
time. Ag the President of the Harijan Sevak Samaj, he was
always ready to help Harijans in all matters pertaining to
therr socia, economic and educational upliftment,

Shn Silam is a lover of Hindi and always advocated for
its spread, He was connected with the Rashtra Bhasha
Prachar Samiti, 1n the field of Art, Shr Silam's activities are
wellknown, He also saw a very ideal Arts Institution esta.
blished at Poona and happens to be 1ts President even now.
In the Political 1fe of Bombay City Shri Silam played an
important and prominent role. He has been one of the most
Prominent leaders of the Bombay Pradesh Congress Com-
Mmittee ang had the honour to work as its General Secretary
for some years,

In the State Vidhan Sabha Shri Silam played successful
role as the Chjef Whip of the Congress Party. After the next
election he was elected as Speaker of the Bombay State
Legislative Assemb]y. During these stormy days of the As-
sembly he with ability managed the co-operation of members
of dxﬁerent_ Parties specially Sanyukta Maharashtra Party.
His name 3s an efficient Speaker will always be remembered
and will go down 1 parliamentary history.

the people adore Shri Silam

We the social workers of Bombay feel honoured that one
of us hag reached to a post of service, which makes the mother
India to her desired goal.



Bombay rejoiced. His election was indeed a tribute to the
atizens of Bombay, whom, he iruly represented. As‘ a
Speaker, Shri Silam maintaned high standards of dignity
and impartiality, which- every section of the Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly including the members of the Oppo-
swion greatly admired. Indeed he adorned the high office
emunently.

1t is already a known fact that Shm Silam was connected
with the BP.C.C. and its various actwities for a long time.
As the General Secretary of the B.P.C.C. when India attained
her freedom Shri Silam was called upon to discharge onerous
responsibilities. The division of the country and 1ts resultant
influx of refugees from Pakistan had made BP.C.C’s task
doubly difficult, Bombay was under continuous tension.
Gandhiji’s assasination roused mnordinate passions and a
section of the communtty suffered under the brunt of those
passions. Under these circumstances, 1t required a great
amount of courage and firmness to deal with the situation.
The Government of Bombay, on its own was lrymg lo ease
the situation but 1t was left to the Congress orgamzation to
bring a sense of forebearance and patience ta the people.
Shri Stlam worked hard to generate a sense of realism and
understanding amongst all the people of Rombay, which
went a long way in easing the tension and calming down the
passions, As General Secretary of the BP.C.C Shri Silam
also helped to mncrease Congress influence 1 every section
of Bombay Citizens by starting a net-work of Taluka Con-
gress Commuttees throughout the city. The Somalists had
Just left Congress and were reorganising their ranks to con-
test elections to the Bombay Mumeipal Corporation Shn
Silam's tact and political sagacity helped to ward off the
soeialist oftensive and retain Congress strength in the civie
body. All these years Shr: Silam enjoyed the gudance and
advice of Shri S. K. Patl, who was the tower of strength
to every Congressman in those hectic days.

In short, I would say that Shri Silam is veteran whom we
all respect, I wish and pray that Shri Silam may be bestowed
with many more years of useful service to the people. That
would, indeed, be the fulfilment of his life's mission,



Shri Silam is completing 70 years of his age, He has trained
and kept up s health by regular Yogic and physical exer-
cise. I had the privilege of walking with him on several
days on Marine Drive. He walks with the speed of a young
man. He is a man of high qualities. His judgement of men
1s uncanny. This is because of the preservation of youthful-
ness and mass contact.

Worshipping 1s another regular feature 1 which his faith in
God is manifested itself. To him all religions are equal 1
had several occasions and unique pleasure to go to Maha-
laxmi Temple in Bombay where he was a regular visitor
for years, He used fo introduce {o me each idol and the
diety, and where he stood rapt in meditation and prayer in
front of the :dol in the Sanctum Sanctorum. He looked
like one communing with the Divine enshrined in 1t

1 whole heartedly associate with my friends 1 wishing him
a long, healthy and happy lifec.



S. L. SILAM—A MAN .OF THE PEOPLE
by Adam AdI

To wnte on politicians is rather difficult, But to write
on a politician whom you know 1s doubly difficult,

This feeling I derive when I take my pen to write on Shri S,
L. Silam. For, I have admired, respected and loved him for
more than two decades. When I was just a Congress volun-
teer, I had many occasions to be inspired by Shri Silam. His
calm and quiet nature, his capacity for patience and his dis-
position never to lose temper are the characteristics which
have impressed me all along.

As a man who has occupied many positions in life— these
positions need not be menticned because they are numerous
—Shn Silam constitutes an example for us to emulate.
‘Whether as Municipal councllor, or the Chairman of the
important statutory committees of the Corporation, whether
as the General Secretary of the BP.C.C. or member of the
Legislative or the Speaker of the Legislative Assemhly, Shri
Silam has shown rare courage in facing the situations as they
emerge. One great quality that he possesses is the supreme
integrity and the capacily to admire other man's point of
view Therefore while he was the speaker of the Bombay
Legislative Assembly members of the Opposition would seck
to disturb 1ts proceedings But Shri Silam would face them
like a mughty rock. Lenin once said that a great man was
one who was harder than a diamond and softer than a petal
of the rose To my mnd this definition of a great man
1deally applies to Shr: Silam.

On the question of principles Shri Silam would never com-
promise, In other respects Shri Silam will take a very human
view of things. It 1s for this reason that wherever he is, he
is surrounded by small and ordnary people who relate lo him
al! kinds of problems and he ines to solve them ns far as he
can.

1t is no wonder, therefore, that when he was appolated on
the present position there was a sense of jubiliation not
merely amongst his followers and admirers but even among
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those poor and ordinary people who did not know him per-
sonally. This was because they felt that at least for once
honour has gone to one who really deserved.

When a person attains a measure of promuncnce he tries to
extricate himself from the common people. But inspite of
very high positions Shri Silam never lost contact with the
common people.  Shri Silam's simpliaity and his humility
are the characters that speak eloquently of this fact. There-
fore he is the symbol of common people. They look to him
for guidance and there lies the fulfilment of his hopes and
aspirations.



EVENTS IN LIFE
SHRI SAYAJI LAXMAN SILAM

Born: 18th May, 1896.
Married: Smt. Laxmibai on 16th May, 1908

Education: Matirculation .. 1912 Bombay University
B.A. .- 1916 o "
LL.B. .. 1920 " "

Conducted only one case without remuneration
and gave up legal practice as a Nationalist.

Early Life:
His social activities commenced as early as 1914.
Worked in ‘E’ Ward which included Kamathi-
pura — Nagpada — Byculla Mazagon essentially
an area of the poor and backward in all res-

pects.
Actively worked for relief work during Influ-
enza Epidemic in 1918 Conducted a monthly
magazine ‘Telugu Mitra’ in Marathi for Social
reform. Took active lead in orgamsing Educa-
tional Institutes, Medcal Relief, Physical Educa-
tion and Prohibition,

Worked mostly for the upliftment of the de-
pressed, backward classes and nmunority com-

munities,

Prohibition ;
Interest in Prohibition dates back from 1916.

Carried on wvigorous propaganda since 1916 as
Hon. Sccretary of ‘Telugu Madyapan Nishedhak
Mandal’ t1ll 1920 Organised picketing of liquor
shops during non-co-operation movement days
from 1921 onwards Since 1937 to-date actively
associated with the Prolbition work ns *Prohi-
bition Commussioner’, ‘Chairman of the Bambay
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Prohibitton Committee’, Chairman of ‘Nasha-
bandi Mandal’, etc.

Social Education:

Partimpated actively m the Literacy Campaign
during ‘Kher Ministry’ and has sustained his inte-
rest in Sacial Education as Chairman of the
Bombay City Social Education Committee, and
thereafter t11l to-day.

Entered Politics 1n the year 1920,
Bombay Municipal Corpn. :

Member from 1922 to 1916 till he was clected to

Bombay Legislative Assembly, as a Congress
Candidate.

Member of Schools Commuttee — 1922-23-24

Member of Improvements Trust Commattee—-
1924-25-26-27

Member Standing Commuttee

Chairman Standing Commttee

Charrman Works Commuttee

First Chairman of Markets and Gardens
Contmittee

Special mterest in Slum Clearance,

Housing Problem, Primary Education and Med:
cal Relief.

Chairman of ‘The Housing Panel'

Of the Bombay City and suburbs Post-war Deve-
lopment Commuitee — 1946.

Suggested Housing Scheme for Modern Bombay
to remove slums and solve housing problem

Rastriya Brahmansttar Parishad:
Organised yn 1928
Yyderabad Traja Parishad:

In 1927 to redress the grievances af the people
of Hyderabad State.

Temple Entry for Harijans:
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Backward Classes Board ;
Worked on ‘Backward Classes Board for
Bombay State.
Tilak Memorial in Bombay :
Secretary
Bombay University ;
Member of the Senate and. Academic Council:
Society of the Hon, Presidency Magistrates:
President
Imprisoned ;
For 3 years during Non-co-operation Move-
ment in 1841 and August 1942 movement.

BP.C.C. Vice-President — 1941
General Secretary — 1946 to 1949.
Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.
Bombay and Maharashtra Siate Legislature :

Elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly
1946 — Was the Whip of the Congress Legis-

lative Party.

Elected Speaker of the Bombay Legislative
Assembly — 1956,

Elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly —
1957 and elected as Speaker.

Bombay Hindi Sabha:
Secretary

Bharat Sevak Samaj:
Lead the organisation in Bilingual Bombay
State and later Maharashtra State.

Rumbay Aniomebile Empleyess Unlon:
President

Bombay Insurance Employees Union:
President

LT. GOVERNOR OF PONDICHERRY.



